
a· 

#03-05-47 

• Commissi~bJQti~o9}}~lkp~r~JM~k-~P~btt~~.ORDINANCE 
Seconded by Commissioner Maylee. 

An ordinance providing for general animal control withfn Eaton County, prescribing the licensing 
and regulation of animals and kennels, setting standards and conditions for animal care, prohibiting 
animal cruelty, establishing powers and duties of Animal Control Officers, prescribing the County 
Treasurers duties with regard to animal control, providing for the impoundment, adoption, redemption 
and humane destruction of animals, providing special controls for keeping vicious and exotic animals, 
authorizing an annual dog census to be taken,establishing penalties for violations, declaring certain 
offenses as municipal civil infractions, establishing a municipal civil infraction§V.1ftaft~£24£:ffd of EATON 
repealing other inconsistent ordinances. F I LED' 

The County of Eaton hereby ordains: MAY 2 1 2003 
Section 1. PREAMBLE 

M. FRANCES FULLER 

• 

1.1. Purpose, Findings and Policy. The County of Eaton of the State of~tH~~~~~. 
the ownership of an animal carries with it responsibilities to the County and its residents with regard to 
care and control of the animal. In interpretation and application, the provisions of this Ordinance shall be 
construed to impose a primary responsibility for compliance of this Ordinance on the owner of an animal. 
The County of Eaton concludes it advisable to" adopt a revised Animal Control Ordinance in the interest 
of protecting public health and safety, promoting the welfare of animals within Eaton County and 
providing for the orderly and uniform administration of the provisions of Act 339 of the Public Acts of 
1919 as amended. The Board of Commissioners finds that the presence of dangerous animals, as 
defined in this Ordinance, within Eaton County creates an increased danger to public health and safety 
and to the welfare of other animals and people. The Board of Commissioners therefore assigns the 
Animal Control Section, under the direction of the Animal Control Officer, to the Eaton County Sheriff 
Department. It is the policy of the Board of Commissioners that this Ordinance shall be vigorously 
enforced, to the extent that financial means permit such enforcement, whenever the activities of animals 
and their owners within Eaton County directly endanger human life and whenever animals subject to 
protection by state law or this Ordinance are cruelly or inhumanely treated. 

1.2. Short Name. This Ordinance shall be known as the Eaton County Animal Control 
Ordinance. 

Section 2. DEFINITIONS 

2.1. "Abandonment" means leaving an animal unattended for more than 24 hours, releasing 
the animal upon public highways or public or private lands, or failure to provide proper or adequate food, 
water, exercise, shelter or medical care. 

2.2. "Animal' means a mammal, bird, fish, reptile, ferret, snake, turtle, horse, mollusk, 
crustacean, or any other vertebrate other than a human being. 

2.3. "Animal Control Officer' means any person employed by Eaton County for the purpose of 
enforcing this Ordinance or state statutes pertaining to animals, and all persons and deputies employed 
by the County to act in the same or a similar manner. 

2.4. "Animal Control Shelter' means a facility designated or recognized by Eaton County or 
State of Michigan for the purpose of impounding and/or caring for animals, including a contract service 
provider, such as a local animal protection shelter, which may include a humane society. 

2.5. "At Large" means, except when hunting, an animal which is not on the premises of the• owner and not under the control of a person either by leash, cord, chain, or otherwise. 
2.6. "Caf' means any member of the species "Felis Calus." 



2.7. "County' means the County of Eaton of the State of Michigan. •2.8. "Dangerous Anima/' means any animal, which bites or attacks a person or an animal but 
does not include the following: . 

(a) An animal that bites or attacks a person or animal that is trespassing on the property of the 
animal's owner; 

(b) An animal that bites or attacks a person or animal that provokes, torments, tortures, or treats 
an animal cruelly; or 

(c) An animal that is responding in a manner that an ordinary and reasonable person would 
conclude was designed to protect a person if that person is engaged in lawful activity or is the subject of 
an assault or battery, or to protect itself or another animal; or 

(d) An Exotic Animal, as defined by this Ordinance. 

2.9. "Dog" means any member of the species "Canis Familiaris." 

2.10. "Domesticated Companion Animal' means an animal that has traditionally, through a 
long association with humans, lived in a state of dependence upon humans or has been traditionally 
kept as a household pet, including but not limited to: dogs, cats, hamsters, gerbils, ferrets, mice, rabbits, 
parakeets, parrots, cockatiels, cockatoos, canaries, love birds, finches and tropical fish. 

2.11. "Exotic Animal' means any of the follOWing described animals: 

(a) All animals, including snakes and spiders, whose bite or venom is poisonous or deadly to 
humans. 

(b) Apes: Chimpanzees (Pan); gibbons (Hylobates); gorillas (Gorilla); orangutans (Pongo); and 
siamangs (Symphalangus). • 

(c) Baboons (Papoi, Mandrillus). 
(d) Bears (Ursidae). 
(e) Cheetahs (Acinonyx jubatus). 
(f) Crocodilians (Crocodilius), and alligators. 
(g) Constrictor snakes, or other poisonous reptiles. 
(h) Coyotes (Canis latrans). 
(i) Elephants (Elephas and Loxondonta).
 
0) Gamecocks and other fighting birds.
 
(k) Hyenas (Hyaenidae). 
(I) Jaguars (Panthera onca). 
(m) Leopards (Panthera pardus). 
(n) Lions (Panthera Leo). 
(0) Lynsex (Lynx). 
(p) Ostriches (Sruthio). 
(q) Pumas (Felis concolor); also known as mountain lions, and panthers. 
(r) Wolves (Canis lupus). 
(s) Wolf hybrids. 
(t) Raccoons (Procyon lotor). 
(u) Skunks (Genus Mephitis). 
(v) Tigers (Felis Tigris). 

2.12. "Ferrer' means any member of the s'pecies "Mustefa Furo." 

2.13. "Hunting" means allowing a dog to range freely within the sight or sound of its owner 
while in the course of pursuing legal game. 
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• and immediately send the animal or sample specimen to the Michigan Department of Public Health 
Virology Lab in Lansing, Michigan. 

Section 11. ANIMAL IMPOUNDMENT·; ADOPTION OR HUMANE DESTRUCTION 

11.1. Impoundment by Animal Control Officer. The Animal Control Officer may humanely 
seize and ir11pound at the Animal Control Shelter, any Domesticated Companion Animal found running at 
large and not under the control of its owner. If an Animal Control Officer finds a.non-vicious or non­
dangerous Domesticated Companion Animal running at large, and the owner of the Domesticated 
Companion Animal can be ascertained and is available, the Animal Control Officer may not seize and 
impound the Domesticated Companion Animal, but rather, may return the Domesticated Companion 
Animal to its owner, and may cite the owner with a violation of this Ordinance. The Animal Control 
Officer shall humanely seize and impound at the Animal Control Shelter any Animal that is, within the 
reasonable discretion of the Animal Control Officer, subject to abuse, cruelty, abandonment or neglect, 
and shall cite the owner with a violation of this Ordinance and/or applicable state laws. 

11.2. Impoundment by Citizens. Any citizen shall be empowered to temporarily take and hold 
any animal within plain view that, according to a reasonable person, poses an imminent danger of 
causing serious bodily injury or death to a Person or another animal. Any such citizen shall immediately 
contact an Animal Control Officer and turn over the animal to the Animal Control Officer's custody. Any 
citizen acting reasonably and in good faith under this Section shall not be liable for civil claims or 
criminal charges resulting from such actions. 

• 
11.3. Notification of Owner. Immediately after impounding an animal, if the owner of the animal 

can be identified from the animal's collar, license, tag or by other means, the Animal Control Officer shall 
immediately notify the owner about the animal's impoundment by telephone and/or by first class mail. 
The Animal Control Officer shall inform the owner of the steps necessary to regain custody of the 
animal, as set forth in Section 11.5 of this Ordinance. 

11.4. Impoundment at Animal Control Shelter. Any animal seized and impounded under this 
Article shall be humanely confined for a minimum of seven (7) days at the Animal Control Shelter. An 
animal of an identified owner shall be held for a minimum of ten (10) days following the notification of the 
owner. If the owner of the animal cannot be ascertained or if the animal is otherwise not redeemed 
under Section 11.5 of this Ordinance or adopted under Section 11.6 of this Ordinance, then, at the 
expiration of the seven (7) day period for animals without an identifiable owner, or ten (10) days for 
animals with an identified owner, the Animal Control Officer may continue to humanely confine the 
animal or may humanely destroy the animal in accordance with the standards of humane euthanasia as 
set forth in this Ordinance and State law. 

Any animal voluntarily turned in to the Animal Control Shelter for the purpose of euthanasia, or 
any animal that is sick, injured or otherwise suffering, need not be held for the requisite time periods set 
forth 
in this Section. In such case, the Animal Control Officer may immediately humanely destroy the animal in 
accordance with the standards of humane euthanasia as set forth in this Ordinance. The bodies of 
animals destroyed at the Animal Control Shelter shall be disposed of by the Animal Control Officer in 
accordance with State law. 

. The Animal Control Division shall maintain a record of when, where and under what 
circumstances each animal was seized. The record must also include the dates of notices sent to 
owners, the disposition of each animal. 

11.5. Redeeming Impounded·Animals. Any owner may redeem an animal from impoundment 
by executing a sworn statement of ownership, furnishing a license and tag as required by this Ordinance 

• 
and State laws, and paying all expenses associated with the seizure and impoundment of the animal. 
The Animal Control Officer shall not release any impounded animal to an owner who has been convicted 
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of animal cnJelty, abandonment or neglect or other violations of State law or of this Ordinance without a 
Court Order following a show cause hearing in which the owner establishes that he or she can and will 
own and keep the animal in a humane fashion, and in accordance with State laws and this Ordinance. 

• 

11.6. Adoption of Impounded Animals. Any person who wishes to adopt an impounded animal 
must sign a sworn statement that he or she will own and keep the animal in accordance with the terms 
of this Ordinance and State laws, including compliance with licensing and vaccination requirements and 
sterilization requirements. If the animal has not been sterilized, the sworn statement must also provide 
that the adopted animal will be immediately sterilized or, in the case of a puppy, kitten, sick or injured 
animal, will be sterilized immediately after a licensed veterinarian determines that the animal is of 
sufficient age and health to undergo sterilization. The sworn statement must also provide that the animal 
will not be used for fighting or other illegal activity and will not be subjected to, sold, or otherwise used 
for medical or other testing or experimentation. Any person adopting an impounded animal must pay 
shelter, boarding and other charges associated with the seizure and impoundment of the animal prior to 
the release of the animal. Such charges shall be posted conspicuously at the Animal Control Shelter. 

Section 12. KENNELS 

12~1. Licensing. Any person who owns, keeps or operates a kennel shall obtain a kennel 
license from the Animal Control Section. The Animal Control Officer shall inspect all kennels annually in 
accordance with State law. Kennels must also comply with applicable Building Code and Zoning 
Ordinances. The Animal Control Officer shall suspend licenses for kennels and impound animals kept in 
kennels whose conditions are unhealthy or inhumane or otherwise in violation of any Ordinances or 
State laws. At inspections, or at any other time, the Animal Control Officer may cite kennel owners for 
violations of this Ordinance. 

12.2. Exemption from Requirement for Individual Animal Licenses. Any person who owns, 
keeps or operates a kennel, and who owns at least three (3) adult dogs may, in lieu of obtaining 
individual licenses for animals required under this Ordinance, apply to the Animal Control Officer for a 
kennel license to own, keep or operate the kennel in accordance with applicable State laws, including 
MCl 287.270. 

• 

12.3. Licensing Fees. The fees for a kennel license shall be: 

(a) Ten dollars ($10.00) for up to ten (10) dogs, plus a twenty dollar.($20.00) inspection fee; 
(b) Twenty-five dollars ($25.00) for more than ten (10) dogs, plus a twenty-five dollar ($25.00) 

inspection fee. 

12.4. Compliance with Statutes, Regulations and Ordinances. The Animal Control Officer 
shall not issue to any person a kenne/license, unless that person is in full compliance with this 
Ordinance and the laws of the State of Michigan, including, but not limited to, Michigan Department of 
Agriculture Regulation 129 governing dog kennels, and MCl 287.261 to 287.293. The Animal Control 
Officer shall not issue a kennel license to any person who has, at any time, been convicted of animal 
cruelty, abuse or neglect, except upon a Court Order following a show cause hearing wherein the person 
seeking the kennel license has shown that he or she can and will run, keep and operate the kennel in a 
safe and humane fashion and in accordance with State laws and this Ordinance. 

12.5. Humane Treatment. All kennels must be kept sanitary and provide adequate housing and 
humane treatment of the animals in the kennel including, but not limited to, fresh food and water daily, 
sufficient room and opportunity for daily exercise, protection from the elements, adequate ventilation, 
vaccinations against diseases and adequate veterinarian care. Any person who owns, keeps or 
operates a kennel is subject to the minimum standards of care and all provisions of this Ordinance in its 
entirety for each of the animals kept in the kennel. 
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• 12.6. Penalties. Any person who owns, keeps or operates a kennel and who fails to obtain and 
maintain a current kennel license shall be subject to citation for violation of this Ordinance, and shall be 
subject to the penalty provisions of this Ordinance. 

Section 13. SPECIAL PROVISIONS REGARDING VICIOUS ANIMALS 

.13.1. Standards for Keeping Vicious Animals. The keeping of Vicious Animals shall be 
subject to the following standards. 

(a) Leash and Muzzle. No person shall permit a Vicious Animal to go outside of its kennel, pen 
or the owner's residence unless such animal is securely leashed with a leash no longer than four (4) feet 
in length. No person shall permit such an animal to be kept on a chain, rope or other type of leash 
outside its kennel or pen unless a person is in physical control of the leash. Such animals may not be 
leashed to inanimate objects such as trees, posts, buildings, etc. In addition, all such animals on a leash 
outside of the animals' kennel, pen or the owner's residence must be muzzled by a muzzling device 
sufficient to prevent the animal from biting persons or other animals. 

• 

(b) Confinement. All Vicious Animals shall be securely confined indoors or in a securely 
enclosed and locked pen or kennel, except when leashed and muzzled as provided in paragraph (a) 
above. Such pen, kennel or structure must have secure sides and a secure top attached to its sides. A 
fenced-in yard by itself is insufficient to meet this standard. All structures used to confine such animals 
must be locked with a key or combination lock when such animals are within the structure. Such 
structure must have a secure bottom or floor attached to the sides of the pen or the sides of the pen 
must be embedded in the ground to a depth of no less than two (2) feet. All structures erected to house 
such animals must comply with all zoning and building regulations of the County, City or Township 
where located. All such structures must be adequately lighted and ventilated and kept in a clean and 
sanitary condition. The house or shelter for said animal shall be totally enclosed within the confinement 
structure. 

(c) Confinement Indoors. No Vicious Animal may be kept on a porch, patio or in any part of a 
house or structure that would allow the animal to exit such building on its own volition. In addition, no 
such animal may be kept in a house or structure where window screens or screen doors are the only 
obstacles preventing the animal from exiting the structure. 

(d) Signs. All owners, keepers or harborers of Vicious Animals within the County of Eaton shall 
within ten (10) days of the effective date of this Ordinance, display in a prominent place on their 
premises a sign, easily readable by the public from adjoining public roads or streets, using such words 
as "Beware of Vicious Anima" or other appropriate warning language. In addition, a similar sign must be 
posted on the kennel or pen of such animal. 

13.2. Insurance Identification and Reporting Requirements. 

(a) Insurance. All owners, keepers or harborers of Vicious Animals must, within ten (10) days of 
the effective date of this Ordinance, prOVide proof to the County of Eaton at the Animal Control Office, 
liability insurance in an amount of five hundred thousand dollars ($500,000.00) for each occurrence for 
bodily injury to or death of any person or persons which may result from ownership, keeping or 
maintenance of such animal. The insurance policy shall provide that no cancellation of the policy will be 

. effective unless ten (10) days written notice is first given to the Animal Control Officer at his or her 
business address. 

(b) Identification photographs. All owners, keepers or harborers of Vicious Animals must, 
within ten (10) days of the effective date of this Ordinance, provide the Animal Control Officer with two 
(2) color photographs of the registered animal clearly showing the color and approximate size of the 
animal. 

(c) Reporting requirements. All owners, keepers or harborers of Vicious Animals must, within 
three (3) days of the following incidents, report the following in writing to the Animal Control Officer: 

• 
(i) The removal from Eaton County or death of a Vicious Animal; 
(ii) The birth of offspring of a Vicious Animal; 
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(iii) The new address of a Vicious Animal if the owner moves within Eaton County limits; or 
(iv) The animal is on the loose, has been stolen, or has attacked a person. 

13.3. Failure to Comply. If the owner, keeper or harborer of a Vicious Animal residing within •
the County of Eaton fails to comply with the requirements and conditions set forth in this Section and this 
entire Ordinance, the animal shall be subject to immediate seizure and impoundment and further 
disposition in accordance with this Ordinance. 

Section 14. PENALTIES AND ENFORCEMENT PROCEDURES 

14.1. Misdemeanor. Except as otherwise provided herein, any person violating any of the 
provisions of this Ordinance shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction thereof, 
shall be punished by a fine of not more than five hundred dollars and incarceration of up to 90 days in 
jail. 

14.2. Municipal Civil Infractions. The offenses set forth in Section 3.1 (License 
Requirements) and Section 8.16 (Barking Dogs) of this Ordinance shall be municipal civil infractions. 
The sanction for a violation of Section 3.1 or Section 8.16, which are municipal civil infractions, shall be 
a civil fine as provided herein, plus any cost, damages, expenses and other sanctions, as authorized 
under Chapter 87 of 1961 PA 236, as amended, being MCl 600.8701 et seq., and other applicable laws. 

14.3. Authorized Enforcement Officials. The Animal Control Officer, his deputies, and 
deputies of the Eaton County Sheriff, are the County officials authorized to issue municipal civil infraction 
citations and muniCipal civil infraction violation notices for violations of this Ordinance. 

14.4. Adoption of a Schedule of Fines for Municipal Civil Infraction Violations. The County 
Board of Commissioners shall by Resolution adopt a schedule of fines for violations of this Ordinance 
which are municipal civil infractions, which schedule of fines may be amended by subsequent • 
Resolution. For purposes of establishing an initial schedule of fines, the following schedule is adopted: 

(a) Fines for Municipal Civil Infraction Citations. A person, corporation or firm who violates 
any provision of this Ordinance which has been designated as a municipal civil infraction, and is found 
responsible at the district court for a municipal civil infraction citation, shall pay a civil fine of not less that 
$75.00 nor more than $500.00, plus costs and other sanctions, for each infraction. 

Repeat offenses shall be subject to increased fines as set forth below. As used in this 
subsection, "repeat offense," means a second (or any subsequent) municipal civil infraction violation of 
the same requirement or provision of this Ordinance, committed by a corporation, person or firm within 
any 24-month period, and for which the person admits responsibility or is determined to be responsible. 
The increased fine for a repeat offense shall be as follows: 

(i)	 The fine for any offense that is a repeat offense shall be no less than $200 plus 
costs and other sanctions. 

(ii)	 The fine for any offense that is a second repeat offense shall be no less than 
$300 plus costs and other sanctions. 

(iii)	 The fine for any offense that is a third or subsequent repeat offense shall be no 
less than $500.00 plus costs and other sanctions. 

(b) Fines for Municipal Civil Infraction Violation Notices. A person, corporation or firm who, 
as a result of violating any provision of this Ordinance designated as a municipal civil infraction, receives 
a municipal civil infraction violation notice, upon a determination of responsibility thereon, shall pay an 
initial civil fine at the Eaton County Municipal Civil Infractions Violations Bureau of $50.00. 
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actions arising out of any Ordinance repealed by this Ordinance which are pending in a court of this •
 
State,or otherwise vested on the effective date ofthis Ordinance, shall not abate and shall be saved
 
and may proceed to conclusion pursuant to the terms of the repealed Ordinance.
 

Section 17. ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE 

17.1. Adoption; Effective Date. This Ordinance shall be adopted only after a majority of the
 
Commissioners elected and serving shall vote in favor of its adoption. The Clerk of the Board of
 
Commissioners shall then endorse this Ordinance and the Chairperson of the County Board of
 
Commissioners shall sign this Ordinance, which shall then be certified by the Clerk before it is
 
considered adopted. This Ordinance shall then take effect seven (7) days after the date that it is
 
published in a newspaper of general circulation in Eaton County. The County Clerk shall certify the
 
publication.
 

Carried. 

Effective (date) June 15, 2003 

#tc£r 
Chairman, Board of Commissioners Clerk, Board of Comrrlissioners 

COUNTY OF EATON )
 
STATE OF MICHIGAN)
 

I, M. Frances Fuller , Clerk of the Circuit Court for said County of Eaton do •hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of a record now renlaining in the Office
 
of the Clerk of said County and Court. In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my
 
hand, and affixed the seal of said Court and County, at the City of Charlotte, this
 
21st. day of May AD, 2003.
 

BY
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customer fries 
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NOTICE OF ADOPTI N 

• 

At their regulal1y 9cheduled May 21. 2 3 me 'ng, 1he 
Eaton County Board of Commisslone 9 ad pted an 
ordinance providing for general animal co roJ wit in Eaton 
County, prescribing the licensing and regu ion animals 
and kennels, setting standards and cond Ions f r animal 
care, prohibiting animal oruelty, establish g po ern and 
duties of Animal Control Officers, preseti 1n9 th County 
TmasurQr's duties with reg3rd to a.nimal c ntrol, roviding 
for the Impoundment, adoptIon, redemptl n an humane 
destruction of animals, providing spec I co trois for 
keeping vicious and 9)C,OtiC animals, E:lutho ·~ng . n annual 
dog census to be taken establishing penalt 8 for, Iolations 
declaring certain offenses as municipal civil ifractionj 

establishing a municipal civil Infractions vi latian bureau, 
and repealing other Inconsistent ordinances 

Coptes of the Animal Control Ordinance re av i1able for 
viewing or a copy may be obtaintXi from t Eat County 
Clerk. Eaton County Courthouse, 10451nd ends ce Blvd., 
Charlotte, M148813. 

This ordinance takes effect upon publicsi' n or t is Notice 
of Adoption. Challenges to the ado tion f these 
ordinances, In th form of petition:; signed y not sss than 
twenty percent (20%) of the electors of the un must be 
filed with the Eaton County Clerk within 50 ys of doptlon. 

M. FtnJ~ F.. ~r, Clet'k 
. Ea County 

GSGIG • 29-," 10 
._. h 

. ~ , . 

•
 
-




•
 

•
 

•
 


