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The Eaton County prosecutors office
says it's hot on the trail of people
writing bad checks. Its special crimes
unit has been around four years now,
and is so successful, other counties are
looking to do the same.
Get 6 News Headlines on
Your Desktop
MEMBER CENTER:

KeyCorp Looking to Sell
Champion

 Create Account
 Log In

Auto Sales Down
Another Law Firm Quits
Michael Jackson Case
Top Cyber News 8/2
Chrysler Recalling
800,000 Vehicles
Breakthrough Obesity
Vaccine
Local Breastfeeding
Celebration
Community Braves Heat
for National Night Out

National News
International News
Business News
Helpful Consumer Links
Entertainment

http://www.wlns.com/Global/story.asp?s=5150020

The goal is to get money lost from bad
checks back to businesses quickly and
cheaply. It avoids the long process of
filing a police report and the expense
of going to court. It's changed the way
one local restaurant does business.
When Famous Taco opened in 2002,
owner Lori Mercer says she was
reluctant to accept checks. She knew if
the check was bad, tracking down the
money was often difficult.
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Lori Mercer, owner of Famous Taco: "I
wasn't really sure on the process of
collecting money, so I'd call them, and
sometimes they'd answer and
sometimes they'd hang up."
The process got much easier when she
learned about an economic crimes unit
run by the Eaton County prosecutors
office. They'd get her money back from
bad checks for free.
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Douglas Lloyd, Eaton County Assistant
Prosecutor: "We've managed to return
$1,031,000 to area merchants in the
Eaton County area. This is all monies
that is due and owing to them, and we
managed to that within the grant
period of time."
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At first a federal grant and the county
funded the unit. Now, after four years,
prosecutors say it's self sufficient,
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taxpayers don't pay a dime. The bad
check writer must pay the prosecutors
office a fee, when they pay back their check. If they do both,
they have no criminal record. If not...
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Douglas Lloyd: "We are the prosecutors office, we will take
you to court."
The stack of notices prove that Lori Mercer has received what
she was shorted. She's so pleased with the service, she's
telling everyone she can about it.
Lori Mercer: "They have been absolutely wonderful. We have
gotten 100% return, and writing check is 10% of our
business, so they have helped us out tremendously."
The economics crimes issues also deals with shoplifting and
contractor fraud cases. If you'd like more information, click
here.
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