HISTORY AND PURPOSE

Eaton County consists of over 371,000 acres and
was settled in 1829. The County was organized in
1837 and named after President Andrew
Jackson’s Secretary of War, John J. Eaton. Roughly
825+ acres of the County are preserved in ten
County park sites.

These sites are managed by the Parks and
Recreation Commission, which was established in
1970 under Act 261 of the Public Acts of the State
of Michigan. This ten member Commission is
comprised of a member from the Road, Drain,
and County Planning Commissions, two County
Commissioners, and five at large citizen positions
as appointed by the County Board of
Commissioners.

The purpose of the Commission is to provide
quality outdoor recreational opportunities and
facilities through protection of natural, cultural,
and historical resources, environmental education
and interpretive programming, and preservation
of green space.

TODAY

The Parks Department manages a variety of
historic, recreation, and wildlife areas. From a
19th century kiln to forested river frontage and
upland timber; places to fish, hike, bird watch, or
feel close to nature are provided. Some areas are
developed for picnicking and play; others are
merely access and wildlife areas for you and
future generations to enjoy. Designated areas of
the Park system are now “smoke-free” under a
2012 policy.

Scan this code with your
Smartphone to access the
Eaton County Parks website.

FEES, RENTALS, RESERVATIONS

Motor vehicle entry fees are in effect year around at
Fitzgerald, Fox, and Lincoln Brick Parks. Fees
collected from the sale of vehicle permits are used to
help offset operational costs and to provide for
future improvement of the park system. The Park
system operates on an October 1st to September
30th fiscal year.

All park facilities are available on a first come, first
serve basis unless reserved in advance. There is a fee
to reserve picnic areas and pavilions.

For your pleasure and convenience, Fitzgerald Park
offers cross-country skis and snowshoes for rent
seasonally.

For additional information or to make a reservation,
please call the Eaton County Parks and Recreation
office at (517) 627-7351.

NATURALIST PROGRAM

The Department employs a full time Naturalist to
provide interpretive programming, environmental
education, and special event programs.

The Naturalist is available, by appointment, to do
programs on a wide variety of topics for school and
civic groups either at your site or at one of the parks.

Some programs may require a nominal fee. For more
information, please contact the Naturalist at
(517) 627-7351 ext. 6023.
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